
World Seagrass Association Inc. 
Annual General Meeting 

19 December 2003 
Minutes 

Introduction 
 
This is the second Annual General Meeting of the Association as required by 
Queensland legislation. The first meeting must be held between one month after 
incorporation and before three months. Our incorporation date was 02 October 2002. 
 
This meeting is a formal one to report on the progress of the association and to accept 
an audit report of the financial position of the company – World Seagrass Association 
Inc. We are also required to re-elect a management committee. 
 
I have enclosed the audit report. You have already received my report to the auditor – 
or at least a cut down version. 
 
The auditor did have some comments to make about the company. These were to do 
with income – particularly that we cannot predict or control our income with small 
amounts of money in a changing dollar exchange world. Not much we can do about 
this. He also noted that we missed a required meeting date by a couple of days and 
asked us to be more careful and requested that minutes should be signed. He also 
noted that we have no formal date on which annual membership expires. I suggest we 
discuss this at Seagrass 2004. 
 
We have been required to pay tax that we can largely reclaim when we spend money. 
This has implications if we give away a travel grant as we may lose any tax associated 
with the amount. I will work with the management committee to ensure our tax loss is 
small or zero. 
 
The meeting opened at 10:00 on Friday the 19th December. The following were 
present: 
  
Members present or voting by proxy (our quorum is 9). 
 
Rob Coles 
Juanita Bite 
Maria Christina Buia 
Andrea Raz-Guzman Macbeth 
Silivia Ibarra-Obando 
Hitoshi Izumi 
Evamaria Koch 
Len McKenzie 
Bev Gibbs (minutes recorder) 
Anthony Roelofs 
Nancy Rybicki 
Mat Vanderklift 
Adriana Corona Mothe 



Scott Byrne 
Maricela de la Torre Castro 
Sandy Wyllie Echeverria 
 
It was noted that our computer server here had been down the morning of the meeting and that 
electronic proxys may not have arrived in time and will be recorded at a later date. 
 
Members elected me as the secretary to Chair the meeting in the absence of Fred 
Short and Miguel Fortes (who sensibly decided not to fly over just for the meeting). 
 
Main Business 
 
Proxies were accepted as above. Sandy’s proxy had not been assigned to a member 
present and as Chair I directed it be assigned to Anthony Roelofs of the Northern 
Fisheries Centre. 
Resolutions were voted on as follows (resolutions attached in the agenda paper): 
 

1. Passed unanimously 
2. Passed unanimously 
3. Passed unanimously 
4. Passed unanimously 
5. Passed unanimously 
 
 

 
Other Business 

• Len McKenzie suggested we need to be clearer on what our objectives 
mean as written for resolution 1 They are summarised here but in full 
on the web site - but they certainly are vague in the meeting documents 
and I will write them in full next time. 

• Len also commented of our slowness to get out a newsletter and on our 
performance against the objectives We discussed articles for a 
newsletter – send to me if you have any items that would be useful for 
a newsletter and I will forward  

• Next formal meeting will be at Seagrass 2004 
 

I will implement these decisions and keep members updated. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a merry Christmas and prosperous 
New Year. I will be taking leave with my family in January so you will not hear from 
me again till February. Thank you to those who found the time to respond and I look 
forward to membership renewals. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
 
 
 
Rob Coles 
Secretary. WSA inc 



Notice of General Meeting 
 

As secretary of the Association I would like to advise that a general meeting of the 
World Seagrass Association Inc. will be held on Friday December 19 2003 at the 
Northern Fisheries Centre, 38-40 Tingira St Cairns Queensland Australia. The 
meeting will commence at 10.00 am (cake and tea and coffee will be provided). 
 
At the meeting the following resolutions are proposed based on meetings of the 
Management committee through the year. 
 

1. That the role of the association will continue to be: 
 

• Improving seagrass awareness 
• Raising funds 
• Training and information exchange 
• Making information available to members 
• Obtaining political support 
• Sustainability of seagrasses 

 
2. That the membership fee remain at USD $20.00 for full membership and USD 

$10.00 for student membership and USD$500 for corporate membership or 
the close equivalent in foreign currency and that membership be open.  

 
3. That the Association members re-elect the existing management committee of 

President Miguel Fortes, Vice President Fred Short, Treasurer Maria Christina 
Buia and Secretary Rob Coles to continue until the Seagrass 2004 conference 
assisted by the larger steering as presently in place. 

 
4. That the association members continue to entrust to the management 

committee the day-to-day running of the Association business. 
 

5. That you note the attached secretaries report and audit report. 
 
As secretary I am required to present an audited statement of accounts for the year to 
the general meeting – this is with the auditors at the moment and I will be sending it 
out separately. 
 
I look forward to your response 
 
Regards 
 
 

 
 
Rob Coles 
WSA Secretary 
03-12-03  


