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Management Committee Meeting #25 

 
Date: 17 June 2010 
 
Venue: Biological Sciences, JCU and via email 
 
Time: 1:45pm 
 
Present: Michelle Waycott........................................................................................ President 

Len McKenzie.............................................................................................. Secretary 
Ainsley Calladine..................................................................... Member/Web-master 
Jane Mellors (email).................................................................................... Treasurer 
W. Judson Kenworthy (email) ............................................................. Vice-President 
Anitra Thoraug (email) ............................................... Steering Committee Member 
Rob Coles (email) ....................................................... Steering Committee Member 
Mike van Keulen (email) ............................................ Steering Committee Member 
Jeffrey Geackle (email) ............................................... Steering Committee Member 
Anitra Thorhaug (email) ............................................. Steering Committee Member 
Evamaria Koch (email) ............................................... Steering Committee Member 
 

Opening: The Chair (Michelle Waycott) opened the meeting at 1:45pm 
Len McKenzie recorded meeting minutes 
 

1. voting on 
resolutions 

1) That the committee support development of a questionnaire for WSA 
Members to gauge their interest, expectations and future directions of the 
WSA 
Len McKenzie proposed, Rob Coles seconded,  

[Discussion]: Comments and suggestions for possible questions were received 
from Rob Coles, Anitra Thorhaug and Mike van Keulen. 

members voted, agreed unanimously and it passed 
Action: Len McKenzie and Jud Kenworthy to prepare list of questions, and 
circulate to committee members. Ainsley Calladine to help establish online 
(possibly Google Docs) survey. Questionnaire to be available online to WSA 
members by end of July 2010. 

 
2. General business 

and Discussion 
2.1 WSA update of activities by President, Assoc. Prof. Michelle Waycott 

“In addition to ongoing maintenance of membership database and developing 
content for the WSA website, the main focus of WSA at present is the lead up to 
the next ISBW meeting in Thailand in November. The conference convenor, 
Anchana Prathep, with input from a diverse supporting committee has advanced 
planning, abstract submission has been enthusiastic and we are excited by the 
program being developed. A website with details is available 
http://www.sc.psu.ac.th/seagrass/ which is also linked of the WSA web site via 
the workshops and meetings page http://wsa.seagrassonline.org/meetings . 
Website context being developed includes pdf’s of previous ISBW meetings 
(including the original ISBW1 proceedings provided by Hitoshi Iizumi). No 
additional input from ISBW8 in Bamfield has been received for the regional 
seagrass information pages however several members have indicated 
willingness to contribute which needs to be coordinated.  
 
Ongoing discussions about the future direction of the WSA have made it clear 
that membership input is urgently required and we have proposed that the 
executive (via Secretary and Vice-President) will develop an online survey to 
gather membership input ASAP (resolution 1 above).  
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The WSA newsletter website has been established, Editors Ed Morris and Jennifer 
Verduin, coordinated a series of articles some time ago however updated news 
needs to be added before the website goes live. It is planned to do so in the next 
month or so. 
 
I have had an extended absence from work due to illness and this has impacted 
on my contribution to WSA over the past 18 months or so. I apologise to the 
members for this absence, it has grieved me greatly. However I would 
particularly like to thank our Secretary Len McKenzie, Treasurer Jane Mellors and 
Web site manager Ainsley Calladine for working through things in my absence. I 
will do my best to finish up this term of office with a bang. I particularly look 
forward to getting membership input into the possibilities for WSA future. The 
association has a tough time as few people volunteer their time to make things 
happen and the main focus of the group has been the production and running of 
the next ISBW meeting. Let’s look for a greater role of the association and how 
to make it happen within our already busy lives.” 

 
2.2 WSA financial position 

Jane Mellors tabled a statement of the association’s financial position (see 
attached).  Michelle Waycott thanked Jane for preparing the statement on such 
short notice so it could be used to inform decisions regarding sponsorship of 
WSA Student Travel Awards to ISBW9. 
 
Jane Mellors raised the issue that currently the WSA pays $10 per month to the 
Commonwealth Bank in changes. Jane moved to “Change banks to one with a 
lower account keeping fee - (National Australia bank only charge $5.00 a 
month)”.  

Len McKenzie seconded 
[Discussion]: It was recommended that the change should occur early in the 
2010/2011 financial year (eg July 2010). 

supported by committee, motion passed  
 
Jane Mellors moved to “Transfer money from PayPal into Australian account”.  

Michelle Waycott seconded 
[Discussion]: It was recommended that the transfer occur on the 30th June 2010, 
to comply with end of Australian financial year. 

supported by committee, motion passed  
 
Jane Mellors moved “For the Secretary to inform the Management committee 
when official transactions have been completed”.  

Len McKenzie seconded, supported by committee, motion passed  
 

Jane Mellors moved “For the WSA to de-register for GST”.  
Len McKenzie seconded 

[Discussion]: It was recommended that this occur as of the 1st July 2010, to 
comply with start of Australian financial year. 

supported by committee, motion passed  
 

2.3 WSA Student Travel Award 
[Discussion]: Committee agreed that the WSA is in a financial situation to look at 
student travel grants for WSC/ISBW9. 
Len McKenzie recently corresponded with Anchana Prathep (WSC/ISBW9 
Chair/Convener) on the topic and she has welcomed the suggestion. 
Committee discussed the amount to be made available, and Michelle Waycott 
moved for “WSA to provide up-to $4,000AUD to ISBW9 for a WSA Student 
Travel Award” 

Len McKenzie seconded, supported by Ainsley Calladine, motion passed 
 
[Discussion]: Committee also discussed possibility of encouraging student 
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membership and further WSA sponsorship for ISBW9. Michelle Waycott moved 
that “All students that attend and present at ISBW9 be given 12 month WSA 
membership” 

Len McKenzie seconded, supported by Ainsley Calladine, motion passed 
 
Action: Len McKenzie to contact Anchana Prathep and request list of email 
addresses for all students who have registered for ISBW9 and then WSA write to 
them individually. 
 
Suggested text: “As you are registered for ISWB9 we are offering free 
membership to the World Seagrass Association (WSA) for 12 months. If you 
would like to take advantage of this please register with the WSA online and it 
will also make you eligible for a WSA Student Travel Award”.   
 
[Discussion]: Committee discussed criteria for eligibility for WSA Student Travel 
Award: 
1. must be current WSA financial member (verified by supervisor) 
2. must be presenting (either oral or poster) at ISBW9 
 
The WSA also encourages the ISBW9 organising committee to support 
attendance of students through as many awards as possible – perhaps pro-rata 
based on cost of their attendance (ie how far they have to travel). 
The WSA encourages and works towards supporting as diverse an audience as 
possible. 
 
Action: Mitch to forward Seagrass2004 student travel award documents (incl 
selection process), if available, to ISBW9 organising committee. 
 
Action: Len McKenzie to contact Anchana Prathep ASAP and request her to send 
formal request for WSA funding assistance, outlining the proposed selection 
process (WSA will assist where possible).  
 

2.4 WSA Member sponsorship 
Michelle Waycott suggested the possibility of making it possible for WSA 
financial members to sponsor the membership of a student and/or scientist who 
cannot afford to pay membership due to financial hardship. She suggested 
gauging the interest of members using the questionnaire, e.g.,  
Would you be willing to sponsor the membership of a student and/or scientist 
who cannot afford to pay membership? 
 

2.5 ISBW10 (2012) 
Committee discussed status of ISBW10 in 2012. 
 
Action: Management committee write to Brigit regarding status and if still 
proceeding. If ISBW10 not able to proceed as originally planned, then we will 
need to open for proposals for 2012. 
 

2.6 WSA Newsletter 
Len McKenzie thanked Ainsley Calladine for assisting with website maintenance 
and asked the status of the WSA Newsletter. Ainsley confirmed it was ready to 
go live ASAP.  
 
Action: Ainsley Calladine to upload to web what is currently available for WSA 
Newsletter. 
 
Action: Ainsley Calladine to let Management Committee, Ed and Jennifer know 
when WSA Newsletter is available for their contributions/edits. 
 
[Discussion]: When Management Committee satisfied WSA Newsletter OK, it 
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will be opened to the whole membership and seagrass forum. 
 

2.7 WSA AGM 2010 
Len McKenzie reminded Management Committee that we will need to start 
planning for WSA AGM2010. When questionnaires are back (late August) and 
results in, current Management Committee should plan for successive 
committee. 
Rob Coles suggested one approach would be to clarify the roles of management 
committee and write a duty statement for senior members. 
Committee discussed possible timing of elections etc, and suggested to  

• open nominations 2nd week October (close after 2 weeks) 
• online election open 2 weeks before AGM. 
• elections to be completed by end of November 
• successful positions announced at WSA AGM2010 

 
Action: Len McKenzie to contact Anchana Prathep and negotiate space/time to 
hold AGM at ISBW9. 
 
Action: On 30 June 2010, Len McKenzie to give Michelle Wycott copy of 
membership names, city and countries, to use as base to lobby for wider 
membership 
 

 
2.8 Wrap up 

and Close 
of Meeting 

Michelle Waycott thanked the Management Committee and Steering Committee 
members for their participation and contributions to the meeting. 
 
Recommendation that Management Committee meet again via Skype in next 3-4 
weeks if possible. 
 
Meeting Closed 3:05pm 

 
We confirm these are the true minutes of the World Seagrass Association Management Committee 
Meeting #25. 
 
Dated the 20th day of June 2010 
 
 
 
 

 
Assoc. Prof. Michelle Waycott Len McKenzie 
Chair/President Secretary 
World Seagrass Association Inc. 

 
 


